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Special        lenten 
 Ash Wednesday was February 
17thand Easter is April 4th.  The time 
between the two dates is Lent.  Pastor 
Bryan has a special reflection for Lent.  In 
order to help bring his suggestion to life 
Faith Formation/Mission in Action 
(formerly known as Board of Christian 
Education) has suggested a 40 Days of 
Kindness approach.  Rather than giving up 
something for the sake of giving up, why 
not do something thoughtful for someone 
as a way of drawing closer to God.  Being 
thoughtful takes our awareness from 
ourselves and puts our awareness on 
others.  We have all felt the stress and 
strain that Covid has put on us.  Now it 
seems we are stuck in endless gray days or 
snowed in up to our elbows.  Lent is a time 
to draw closer to God, to put God first.  
Christianity is a communal enterprise.  One 
way out of our head is to help others.  It 
may be a phone call, an offer to get some 
items from the grocery store for someone 
else while we are there, a special prayer for 
another person or situation.  Don’t forget to 
take time for yourself to allow yourself a 
guilt free hour to read or nap.  Take the 
time to look at your daily life through the 
lens of God, and see what opens up. 

40 DAYS OF KINDNESS 

eDitiOn 

 
Pastor Bryan’s Reflections 

I believe that every religious person needs at 
least one spiritual advisor.  A spiritual advisor 
gives you spiritual advice, especially when you 
need it most.  He or she is anyone who helps 
lead you back to God when you are straying.  
And everyone has moments when they stray. 

To be a growing Christian, we need to do 
three things.  First, we need to read the Bible.  
Deuteronomy tells the ruler of the throne to 
keep a written copy of the law with him, and it 
says: “he shall read in it all the days of his life, 
so that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, 
diligently observing all the words of this law 
and these statutes, neither exalting himself 
above other members of the community nor 
turning aside from the commandment” (Deut. 
17:19-20).  Timothy also promoted the study of 
Scripture: he wrote, “All scripture is inspired by 
God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 
Tim. 3:16).  It would follow, then, that the 
Scripture can and needs to be another one of 
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our spiritual advisors.  Second, we need to have 
an active prayer life.  Romans tell us to “rejoice 
in hope, be patient in tribulation, [and] be 
constant in prayer” (Romans 12:12).  James 
tells us to pray for one another with the 
assurance that “the prayer of the righteous is 
powerful and effective” (James 5:16).  Paul also 
told the Philippians that if they remain constant 
in prayer, it will mean something, for they will 
be relieved of worry and they will be able to 
stand firmly in the ways of the Lord.  He wrote, 
“Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7).  We 
wish to stand firm with our hearts and our 
minds in Christ Jesus.  So often, we find 
ourselves in other ways and then seek to right 
our path, and come back to God.  It follows that 
God is a spiritual advisor, and we come to God 
through prayer.  Third, we need to be connected 
to a Christian community.  This is where we 
find our other advisors, in our authors, our 
friends, our pastors, and our congregation.  In 
Hebrews 10, we read, “And let us consider how 
to provoke one another to love and good 
deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching” (Hebrews 10:24-25).  Proverbs 27 
tells us that “iron sharpens iron, and one person 
sharpens the wits of another” (Prov. 27:17). 

Many people like to give up something for 
Lent, but the reason people first started giving 
up something was so that they could draw 
nearer to God.  You gave up something that 
took your attention away from God.  Maybe ice 
cream and soda take the attention away from 

God for some people, if they feel they are being 
gluttonous.  Though, the intent is to find things 
that are filling our time and taking away time 
spent with God, so that we can instead use that 
time to draw nearer to God.  When you find this 
time to read the Bible, pray, and make fellow 
believers an everyday part of your life, you will 
only benefit from a closer relationship with 
God.  This does not just happen on Sundays.  
We have the opportunity to do these three 
things on every day of the week. 

 This Lent, I challenge you to reflect with 
King David as he wrote Psalm 51.  He knew 
that he could have done some things better.  He 
knew that he had made mistakes.  But he also 
knew that the Lord still loved him, and that he 
could renew his efforts to draw closer to God.  
He prayed, “Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me” 
(Psalm 51:1-3).         Pastor Bryan 

 
Rural King is supporting Christian organizations by 
donating 10% of each valid Rural King receipt total 
after sales tax to the registered organization 
chosen by the customer. Flat Rock is registered! 

When: From March 14-27, 2021 customers can 
upload their Rural King receipts 
to www.ruralking.com/churchweek and 10% of their 
receipt total after sales tax will go to the registered 
Christian organization of their choice. You may shop 
at ANY Rural King store. 
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themeS fOr lent 

• First Sunday in Lent: How do we 
recognize that we have a transgression 
against God? 

• Second Sunday in Lent: Where does 
God’s grace shine through our fallen 
efforts to grow as a Christian? 

• Third Sunday in Lent: Why do we need 
to renew our inner being and what does 
that even mean? 

• Fourth Sunday in Lent: What can we fill 
ourselves with to stay faithful to what we 
have committed to this Lent? 

• Fifth Sunday in Lent: Who do we serve?  
Is this evident by who we follow? 

• Palm/Passion Sunday: When do we 
become true Disciples of Christ? 

I challenge you to walk with us this Lent, 
keeping one or many spiritual advisors close 
by you on this journey.  There is no need to 
tell of how well we are doing these things to 
all the world, for that is the opposite of 
walking humbly with God (Micah 6:8, Matt. 
6:1).  Simply, walk with God, knowing that 
we need God’s help, in prayer, God’s help, 
in the word, and God’s help, through the 
help of another.  God, may you feel closer to 
us as we seek you.          Pastor Bryan 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fireside traditionally denotes February as 
blanket month for Church World Service.  
We got a late start, so blanket month will 
run to March 14th.  Each blanket costs $10.  
Please mark your donation as blankets.  
You may mark your donation in honor or 
in honor of someone.  Mail to Fireside at 
13525 Township Rd. 178, Bellevue. 44811 
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If you have any craft items hunting for a 
good home Surest Path Recovery Center 
in Bloomville for women, and in 
Fremont for men could use any such 
items.  Drop them off at the church and 
they can be delivered.   


