
 

 

 

 

  

Waiting, waiting, waiting 

Lent is a time of waiting, and it feels like 

we have been waiting FOREVER!  Covid 

hit during Lent 2020 and here we are a year 

later still in Lent, and still questioning and 

thinking about mortality and darkness.  

But the good news is God is with us in the 

waiting, God has been with us this past 

year.  It’s much harder to sense God’s 

presence when we feel stuck, but God is 

there.  God is with us in the good and the 

bad, God is with us in the waiting and in 

the experiences we have.  This newsletter is 

all about things coming our way.  There are 

so many! Services still require masks and 

social distancing, but joy is not diminished 

by those requirements! 

1,  Palm Sunday March 28th!  In person, 

Drive In (tune your radio to FM 87.9), on 

Facebook Live at 10AM or YouTube 12 

noon ish.   

2.  Maundy Thursday April 1st.  7 PM with 

Holy Communion (in person, drive in, 

Facebook Live), uploaded to YouTube 

9pm) 

3.  Good Friday April 2nd.  Community 

observation at Bellevue Alliance Church 

(1001 Monroe Street) 12 noon or 7 pm 

RSVP is necessary, please call the church 

419-483-6658, or reply to this email. 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  FINALLY EASTER 

Since we missed Easter last year, Fireside is 

planning a different experience.  Gather 

anytime after 6:45 AM, yes AM for a 

Sunrise Service. The service will start at 7 

AM and be ready for the sunrise at 7:09 

AM.  We will meet on the East side of the 

church so we can watch the sunrise over 

the cemetery and fields!  How’s that for a 

symbolic service!  
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Bring your lawn chairs for comfort, or we 

will have some chairs provided if you 

forget.  This area is usually less windy.   

In order to entice you to get up early on 

Easter we will have a box breakfast after 

the service.  Eat outside and enjoy 

fellowship and conversation.  To be sure 

we have plenty, please RSVP for the meal. 

The regular worship service will be at 9:00, 

rather than 10, with Holy Communion.  

Again all options are available, in person, 

drive –in, Facebook Live, and later 

YouTube.  If you would like an Easter Lily, 

Marge is again offering to purchase them.  

Please call the church 419-483-6658 or let 

Pastor Bryan know.  The cost will be 

between $7 and $8 per pot.  The deadline is 

March 28th. 

40 Acts of Kindness 

Back long ago to Ash Wednesday, we 

talked about doing an act of kindness a day 

to help us prepare for Easter.  The idea was 

to bring God’s love closer to ourselves and 

others.  Thinking of others transforms the 

stress of living in this Covid times to a way 

to help everyone by brightening both our 

lives and someone else’s. (Being kind to 

yourself helps us destress and be kind to 

others.)  Write a short note to someone you 

miss seeing, phone a friend having a rough 

time, do the dishes when it’s not your turn, 

say hello to everyone in the grocery store, 

hold the door, pick up sticks that have 

blown down in a neighbor’s yard.  Put 

your stress into action, and feel better at 

the same time. 

Disaster Buckets 

Faith Formation/ Mission in Action 

committee is sponsoring Disaster Buckets 

again this spring.  Each bucket is filled 

with items that will help someone clean up 

after a mess that has suddenly upset their 

lives.  Ace is giving us a discount, and each 

bucket will cost $32.  If you would like to 

purchase one, please mark your offering as 

buckets. Last day to contribute is April 25th.  

The buckets are going to the Association 

Office the first week in May.   

 

!!!!Pork Chop Dinners!!!! 

 The return of the Pork Chop Dinner!  We 

have all been looking forward to this day.  

As in all Covid era life, there is a twist 

involved.  The dinner will be Saturday 

April 10th and it will be a drive through 

only.  Reservations are required and it is 

not being publically advertised.  However 

if you know someone who has been asking 

about it, or who usually comes, give them a 

call and let them know.  Call the church 

419-483-6658, or reply to this email by 

Easter Sunday.  Donations are $10 per 

meal.   Pick up your meal between 11:15 

and 12:15.   
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Church Updates 

Viola was in the hospital early this month 

and is now at Bellevue Care Center.  She is 

stable at this time.   

Olive is home and doing pretty good.  She 

has been seen at church on a Sunday or 

two.  Linda Good has been signing checks 

as the church treasurer.   

Kelsey and Evan are raising sheep.  They 

have lots of lambs and if you give them a 

call you might be able to help with feeding 

and get to hold one.  Talk about de-

stressing!  Almost as good as holding a 

baby, but much less wiggly!  But you have 

to act fast, they grow very quickly! 

 

 

 

Pastor Bryan is training for a Marathon 

May 2nd.  He has a goal of running 1000 

miles each year.  No pictures are available 

at this time, but if you see him out running 

take a picture and send it to the church!   

Upcoming Birthdays  
 
March 30  Dave Ziegler 

April 2   Nikki Ziegler 

April 8   John Sherck 

April 11  Steve Wills 

April 13  Susan Rine 

April 14  Dave Zilch, Jr. 

April 15  Deb Eisenhauer 

April 16  Emma Weller 

April 22  Adam Clark 

April 26  James Good, Jr. 

April 26  Michael Shumway 

 

Pastor Bryan’s Reflection 

We all have feelings.  We also know that we 

sometimes feel positive feelings, and at other 

times we have feelings that are negative.  We 

feel love for someone who has helped us.  We 

feel happy when good things happen.  We are 

excited when we are anticipating something 

good, such as what we know is about to happen 

on Easter.  We feel encouraged or refreshed 

when we are able to spend that much awaited 

time to ourselves.  Though we also might resent 

that classmate who studied less than us and still 

performed better on the test.  We are afraid 

when we do not know what is going to happen 

next.  We feel annoyed, frustrated, or even 

angry at other people when they do not seem to 

fulfill their promises.  We are angry at the car 

that cut us off or did not indicate that it was 

turning, until we might stop to think about if we 

ever accidentally did that to someone else.  Do  
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you ever feel guilty for your feelings?  

Whenever I have a negative feeling, I try to 

remind myself that I am blessed and I have so 

much more reason to be positive than negative. 

However, be that as it may, the feeling is still 

there.  If we try to sweep it under the rug, it 

may leave our conscious mind for a while but it 

never really goes away.  The next thought that 

we have has a greater effect on our mind 

because the first thought comes to resurface.  

This is the same reason why a lot of little things 

not going your way can be okay for a while, 

until one more thing happens and it might be 

too much.  If our mind is filled with too many 

negative things that have not been dealt with, 

but just pushed aside, the combination of them 

will be a distraction to what we really need to 

focus on: our growing relationship with God.  

Our journey together this Lent has been a 

discovery of what takes away from our focus on 

God.  Then we have asked God to help us purge 

that thing so that it does not distract us any 

longer. 

Essentially, we cannot effectively address our 

feelings or our guilt for our feelings with our 

own strength.  We need God.  And God 

encourages us to come to God with our 

feelings.  Psalm 13 gives us an example of the 

prayer of lament: “How long, O Lord? Will you 

forget me forever? How long will you hide your 

face from me?  How long must I take counsel in 

my soul and have sorrow in my heart all the 

day? How long shall my enemy be exalted over 

me?  But I have trusted in your steadfast love; 

my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. I will 

sing to the Lord, because he has dealt 

bountifully with me” (Ps. 13:1-6).  Bringing our 

anger and frustrations to God is biblical.  Next 

time you have a feeling that you feel like you 

should not be having because it does not seem 

Christian, take it to God.  As the hymn, “What  

 

a Friend We Have in Jesus” so aptly states, “O 

what peace we often forfeit, O what needless 

pain we bear, all because we do not carry 

everything to God in prayer!” 

 

 

Ongoing Opportunities 

Devotion group – Mondays 7pm on Zoom 

Book Group – John Ortberg’s Soul Keeping 

Wednesday 7 pm 

The church also needs help with other jobs.  

Please consider one below.  Some only 

require a telephone or internet, so please 

don’t let distance or your hesitation to be 

together hold you back 

 Connection: Someone to help with 
follow up - The elders are great 
people to do this but with limited 
time in our lives, any additional 
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help is greatly appreciated.  We 
want to promote engagement with 
each other and especially try to 
check in with those who may not 
have heard from us in some 
time.  There are always those who 
could use an extra phone 
call.  CONNECT the Christian 
body. 

 Acolyte: Extra help on Sundays 
getting the live stream going, 
lighting candles, snuffing the 
candles at the close of service, 
checking temperatures and 
attendance on entry. 

 Digital Ambassador: Someone to 
help with digital visioning: How 
can we improve our digital 
footprint in a digital world? 

 Hospitality: If you see someone new 
on Sunday, or someone who has 
not attended in some time, help 
them to feel welcome and 
blessed.  Perhaps even get their 
contact information so they can be 
added to our email list and our 
follow up list. 

 Liturgist: Lead some elements of 
worship like the Call to Worship 
and Scripture Readings. 

Please call 419-483-6658 or email Pastor Bryan 

b.niebanck.fireside@gmail.com  if you can help. 

 

Upcoming Larger Church 

Events (including FOOD) 

April 12  Zoom seminar on Islam Since 

World War II .  Please call the Association 

Office (419-447-8323) or the church to get 

more information and how to register. 

April 18 Bloomville is sponsoring a drive 

through Amish style chicken dinner.  Plans 

are for a chicken dinner with proceeds 

going to Back Bay Mission.  Call Bloomville  

for more details since I am sure this will be 

over before a new Chatter comes out. 419-

983-2371. 

 

April 24th is Serve Bellevue.  We invite 

anyone to submit ideas for projects, or to 

sign up to volunteer.  Here is its promo: 

Unite together with Bellevue churches to 

show the love of Jesus by serving our 

neighbors with practical acts of service and 

kindness.  Suggest a project for Serve 

Bellevue that will perhaps help a widow, 

single parent, or elderly person in your 

neighborhood.  Project submission 

deadline is April 12.  For more information 

and to sign-up to volunteer in Serve 

Bellevue, go to www.servebellevue.com.   

May 9th St. Paul’s UCC is planning a drive 

through Rigatoni Dinner for Mother’s Day.  

More details to follow in next Chatter.   

Send in your tithes or 
offerings to the church. 

13525 Township Rd. 178 
Bellevue, OH 44811 

mailto:b.niebanck.fireside@gmail.com
http://www.servebellevue.com/

