
 
 

         Eastertide!   
 Easter was April 4th, and the time 
between Easter and Pentecost is called 
Eastertide.  It is also Spring, although 
looking at snow you may not feel it.  But 
spring brings new life, and so does Easter.  
Just as snow falls and seeming spring goes 
away, our Easter high sometimes gets 
covered with day to day happenings and 
worries.   But it is not our job to worry 
about things.   God is in charge and we can 
depend on God.  There is a quote from Job 
that I like:  “But ask the animals, and they 
will teach you, the birds of the air, and 
they will tell you the truth.  Listen to the 
plants of the earth, and learn from them, 
let the fish of the sea become your 
teachers.  Who among all these does not 
know that the hand of God has done this?  
In God’s hand is the soul of every living 
thing, in God’s hand is the breath of all 
humankind. “ Job 12:  7-10. 

The picture at the top of the next column 
was taken by Pastor Bryan from the 
window of the lounge.  Life will build 
where life can.  Life survives.  God 
survives and can build on our pain and 
suffering.  Thanks be to God.   

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 
April 24th Northwest Ohio Association 
Meeting (via Zoom) 

May 2nd Rev. David Long Higgins 
preaching, Communion  

May 23rd Pentecost, Strengthen the Church 
Offering 

 



 
 

Pastor Bryan’s Reflections 
This month, we have explored a few new 
names that we can celebrate for the groups that 
we offer.  Our grief group is becoming our 
“Lean On Me” group, which is a much more 
positive way to express our goal of leaning on 
each other in times of trial.  We have been 
expressing challenges that one deals with 
particularly in the time of grief.  Additionally, 
our book group has nearly become our “Take it 
to The Lord in Prayer” group, if it were not a 
bit long of a name, because the theme has come 
up repeatedly in our discussion of John 
Ortberg’s Soul Keeping.  There is a song which 
these words come from, “What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus.”  Part of the hymn reads, “O 
what peace we often forfeit, O what needless 
pain we bear, All because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer!” 

It is Spring and the Easter season continues, 
which is the season where we see all the 
flowers and trees blooming.  It is one of the 
prettiest times of the year, as the temperatures 
grow warmer and life comes back to 
everything that once seemed lifeless.  Coupled 
with the small miracles that we see, in the 
beautiful sunrises and sunsets, in our Easter 
cross and the robin’s nest that has now become 
a part of it, or even in our own simple health, 
life is coming back.  We did not really get a 
summer last year, and we are looking forward 
to summer with an increased anticipation. 

I encourage you to start out each new day with 
a positive thought, perhaps with something that 
you can do, rather than something that you 
can’t do, or someone whom you cannot be 
with, or another negative thought.  The way we 
start our day influences the rest of it.  If that 
requires taking something to the Lord in 

prayer, to relieve ourselves of the pain we bear, 
we may be surprised at the peace we feel after 
praying.  There is a little booklet, “Learn to 
Pray” by Robert M. West, which expands on 
biblical examples of and approaches to prayer 
(We have copies at the church).  When we 
pray, we often feel that God is with us, and we 
can tell God, “Even though I walk through the 
darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff-- they comfort me” 
(Psalm 23:4).   

Updates: 

 
Church is open!  We are still asking 

everyone to social distance, wear masks, and 
be careful.  Please only come if you are 
comfortable.  Plans are to continue offering 
church on Facebook Live for real time 
worshipping, using FM 87.9 from the parking 
areas, and sending out the link on email to 
watch on YouTube.  Covid is not over, but we 
can still worship together in time and space 
variations!   

Blanket Month update:  We were able to 
purchase 54 blankets!  This will make a 
difference to someone who is cold on a snowy 
day. 

Eastertide  2021 The Chatter 2.0 Page 2 
 



 
 

 

Pastor Bryan will be running a marathon 
in Canton on May 2nd.  It starts and ends at the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame at 7 AM.  Pastor 
Bryan’s goal is to run the 26+ miles in 4 hours. 
To achieve that goal, he runs 1000 miles in a 
year.  So honk if you see him out on the 
country roads.   

 

                  Activities 

There are still many things happening at 
church.   

Book Study The Wednesday night book 
study has just about finished Ortberg’s Soul 
Keeping.  Starting next week the focus will be 
reading the books of Esther and Ruth.  Don’t 
feel like you need to read it all in one session, 
the reading moves slower than the discussion. 

 

Food!!! 

Every other Saturday a meal goes out to 
approximately 40 people.  If you would like to 
help in some way, or if you know of someone 
who could use a hot meal and a friendly visit 
please call the church (419-483-6658) and 
leave a message.  Help is really needed during 
May and planting time!  If you don’t want to 
take over a whole meal, volunteer to help with 
a side or dessert.  Extroverts needed for 
delivery and chatting with folks! 

The Pork Chop Dinner was a success!  A 
total of 108 meals were served.  The final 
numbers are not in yet, but it may be 
approximately $600.00 for the church’s 
ministry! 

            What can I do? 

Drop a note to our shut-ins.  Visitation is 
open at Orchard Grove.  You do need to call 
ahead to schedule though.  (419-484-1111) 
Viola Ziegler Bellevue Care Center (419-483-6225) 
One Audrich Square 
,Bellevue, OH 44811 
  
Dorothy Sherck 
Orchard Grove, Room 308 
670 Flat Rock Road, Bellevue, OH 44811 
  
Bonnie Schaaf 
1116 Belle Rd., Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 
  
Jack and Marsha Rine 
15 Oakwood, Bradenton, FL  34208 

Donations to Fish and Loaves are continuing.  
The food for April is tuna fish, but any food 
you fancy for yourself is appropriate.  You can 
drop it off at Fish and Loaves on Wednesday 
afternoons, or leave it at the church and we will 
get it there.  Don’t forget Pass it On Clothing 
Closet as you clean out your closets 

9:00 AM each Sunday is Young Adult     
Fellowship on Zoom 
7:00 PM Mondays Devotion Group Zoom 
3:00 PM  Tuesdays Grief Group, Leisher 
Lounge 
7:00 PM Book Group Zoom 

Zoom links are sent each Sunday with the 
worship services. 
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Birthdays 
April 26  Michael Shumway 

April 26  James Good, Jr. 

May 3  Cindy Close 

May 6  Elaine Gittenger 

May 6  Amy Patten 

May 14  Lori Patten 

May 23  David Weiker 

May 24  Ted Clark 

May 25  Judy Thompson 

May 26  Jim Didion 

Anniversaries 
May 1 Al and Becky Swander 

 

 

 

 
Kelsey and Marge inspecting tulips 

 

L

 
Sunrise Service 

 

More updates: 
Viola Ziegler is at Bellevue Care Center 

permanently.  Her address has been changed. 
Please keep Viola and all our prayer list folks 
in your prayers. 

Sunday April 25th is the last day to donate for 
Disaster Buckets.  The materials are being 
purchased at the Bellevue Ace store, and will 
be assembled on May 2nd.   

St. Paul’s is sponsoring a Mother’s Day 
Rigatoni Dinner.  May 9th 11-1.  $10 per ticket.  
Call 419-217-0051 or 419-217-1042 by May 
6th to reserve a meal.   
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