
 
 

  
 This Sunday, May 23rd is Pentecost.   It 

commemorates the day that the Holy Spirit 

descended upon the Apostles and followers of 

Jesus 50 days after Easter.  The book of Acts 

tells us that Jesus’s followers were gathered 

together when tongues of flames appeared over 

their heads and people who were near could 

hear about the good news of Jesus in their own 

language.  Pentecost is an opportunity for 

Christians to honor the role of the Holy Spirit 

in our lives and to celebrate the birth of the 

Christian church.  The church paraments are 

red, and if the choir was singing, we would 

wear red stoles.  The red represents the power 

and fire of the Holy Spirit.   So wear something 

red Sunday!  This Sunday will also be 

Strengthen the Church special offering which 

goes to new and renewing churches as well as 

other leadership formation. 

 Fireside has many reasons to celebrate.  

Last Sunday Consistory voted to fully open up 

the church.  The weekly attendance has been 

increasing, and with most of the congregants 

fully vaccinated, it was decided to open the 

doors!  We want everyone to be comfortable, 

so if you feel better wearing a mask, then do 

wear it.  You can keep your distance if you 

like.  Covid numbers are going down, Seneca, 

Sandusky, and Huron counties are all “orange” 

on the Ohio Public Health Advisory System 

this week, the first time in a long time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staying the same!     Flexibility is 

the word for 2021! 

Facebook Live, recorded YouTube, 

and drive in services using FM 87.9  

Happy Birthday! That’s Pentecost in church speak 

Starting June 6th Church will 

start at 9 AM 



 
 

Pastor Bryan’s Reflections 

The temperatures are warming and although 

winter had a few last laughs, this week we see 

hints of summer days, reaching up to 90 

degrees.  Perhaps we feel our hopes also 

warming, given the CDC’s recent guidance that 

masks are unnecessary for vaccinated 

individuals.  States and businesses have been 

dropping mask mandates, and our church has 

followed suit.  While we hope that it is not too 

soon and that the worst of the pandemic is 

behind us, we feel confident and protected. 

As Pentecost is now upon us, we also need to 

think about whether our spirits are warming.  

The season of Pentecost is the longest season in 

the church year, and perhaps it is the time when 

we do not think about what the church year is 

all about.  But we are not the church without 

Pentecost.  Jesus was born, and then Jesus 

suffered, died, and was raised, and throughout 

the Easter season Jesus called the disciples to 

their mission to be witnesses to what they had 

seen and heard.  But Jesus told them to wait for 

the power of the Spirit to come upon them 

before going out: in Acts 1:8, Jesus said to the 

disciples, “But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

We need the Spirit to empower us in order to 

make a difference.  Though the Spirit moves as 

it wills, one needs to accept the gift of the Spirit 

to truly receive it.  In Romans 8:9, Paul says, 

“You, however, are not in the flesh but in the 

Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 

does not belong to him.”  In John 3:5, Jesus is 

recorded saying, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  With God’s 

Spirit, we are confident in this world and 

protected from all that may harm us spiritually, 

including anything that may cast doubt, fear, or 

worry into our hearts and minds.  This 

Pentecost, we will explore how the Spirit 

moves us to carry forward God’s mission.  Join 

us in learning together as the weather warms, 

and as God refreshes God’s Spirit within us as 

well. 

Disaster Kits update:  Fireside 

contributed 21 of the 83 disaster kits collected 

at the NWOA Annual meeting.  Thanks to all 

who donated and to Gerri Rine, Paula Rees, 

Dave Borden, Bob Bowman and Pastor Bryan 

for assembling and delivering them.  
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PRAYER LIST UPDATES: 

Shirley Butz had a fall in March, thankfully 

with only bruises and minor issues.  She is 

recovering very well.   

Calvin Kegley, Ginny Fox’s nephew, is going 

in for another set of surgeries soon.  He is still 

using his wheelchair for daily activites.   

Eric Smith, April Bickel’s son, is dealing with 

health issues that are leaving him exhausted 

and in pain much of the time. 

Shirley Dick is grieving the loss of Jerry and is 

seeking prayers that she can be strong and find 

the energy to face each day and accomplish 

tasks. 

Troy Lieske, Sandy Lieske’s son, has been 

getting infusions to remove excess iron from 

his blood, but the treatments are  proving 

unsuccessfull.  

Pauline Joseph, Marge Hansen’s sister, is in a 

nursing home and needs prayers. 

Bob Bowman is dealing with his grief over 

Lucy’s death, and needs prayers of 

encouragment and support.  He would also 

appreciate your phone calls.  (419-483-1009) 

Yvonne Montoya has been taken off our prayer 

list.  She is currently cancer free.! 

Jack Rine is still in Florida making progress 

after his stroke.  He needs to stay near his 

doctors for now, but hopes to come home soon 

at least for a visit.  

Jay Jackson, Susan Bishop’s brother,  is doing 

well but still dealing with prostate cancer.   

Dorothy Sherck is at Orchard Grove. She is in 

good spirits and welcomes in person visitors.  

Viola Ziegler was able to come to church on 

Mother’s Day.  She is discouraged by her 

forgetfullness and her need to stay at the care 

center. 

Dwight Borden, Dave’s brother, is off the list.  

Although he has a chronic illness, he is home 

and doing much better. 

The Garden! 

 

Kelsey reports that plants are coming at the 

end of May.  Red beets, tomatoes, sweet 

peppers, sweet corn, and squash!  And hot 

peppers for you who love that!  Watch the 

bulletins for updates on planting!   

4 H 

After a pared down year, the Spirit of 76 4H 

club will be meeting outside in the parsonage 

yard this month.   

Book Study 

The Wednesday night Bible Study meets at 7 

pm in the lounge.  The group is studying the 

books of Ruth and Esther.  You can come in 

person or still meet with Zoom.  
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Pastor Bryan has his own updates: 

 

Since Pastor Bryan was unable to “walk” at his 

graduation last year, Ashland Theological 

Seminary honored graduates of both 2020 and 

2021.  His parents made the trip to Ohio in 

order to attend.  Fireside was glad to have them 

visit.  Pastor Bryan’s contract was renewed for 

another three months while he continues to 

work on his ordination paper and meet with the  

New Haven Association of the Southern New 

England Conference of the United Church of 

Christ.   

 

Rumor has it that bagpipers will be sending the 

runners off at 7 am! 

The parsonage is empty and work is ongoing to 

clean and refurbish as necessary.  If you are 

interested in painting, please give the church a 

call.  There may be other projects. 

 

Besides painting, there are other ways you can 

help your church.  We still need Sunday 

morning liturgists to read the call to worship 

and scriptures, someone to help open the 

church in the mornings to make sure the doors 

are unlocked, fans on, and then close up after 

church, someone to light the candles, and 

someone to serve as a greeter. If you don’t 

want to commit to every Sunday, then sign up 

for a few Sundays in the year.  There are also 

jobs that can be done other days of the week.  

We need someone to help us connect digitally 

with the website or Facebook.  There is also a 

need to follow up with phone calls to inactive 

folks or guests.  If you have a few hours please 

consider giving Pastor Bryan a call and see 

how you can help. 

Bloomville UCC is having a 

Strawberry Festival on June 12th.  

4:30 to 6:30 drive in only. 
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Meanwhile, Pastor 

Bryan continues to run.  

His last marathon time 

was 4 hours, 44 

minutes and 43 

seconds.  Working 

towards a goal of under 

4 hours, he will be 

running in London, 

Ohio on May 29th.  

You can mail your offerings to the 

church, 13525 Township Rd.  178, 

Bellevue, Ohio 44811.  The church 

phone number is 419-483-6658.   

Pastor Bryan’s email is 

b.niebanck.fireside@gmail.com 



 
 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

May 24   Ted Clark 

May 25   Judy Thompson 

May 26   Jim Didion 

May 28   Susan Bishop 

May 31   John Buck 

June 7   Mark Bishop 

June 12   Dave Ziegler 

June 14   Joanne Patten 

June 14   Richard Patten 

June 18   Bob and Gerri Rine 

June 19   Dena Butz 

June 25   Jerry Nailor 

June 26   Jeanne Nailor 

June 26   Nora Ziegler 

June 26   Gary Weller II 

June 28   Jackie Woodard 

 

 

We are still 

collecting 

aluminum cans.  

Bring them to 

church and drop 

them off in the 

church basement.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Day is Monday May 31st. The 

holiday is meant to commemorate the men and 

women who died while in the military service 

for our country.  Each veteran’s grave in 

Fireside Cemetery is marked with a medallion 

and flag the weekend before Memorial Day by 

Lavonne (Muff) Kuhns.  The holiday has 

expanded to remembrances of our loved ones 

who have died, not just veterans.   

The church cemetery is not owned by the 

church but by the Fireside Cemetery 

Association.  The cemetery land was given on 

Dec. 22, 1856 as a “burying ground”, along 

with room for the church.  Then in June of 

1908, the land was transferred from the church 

to the cemetery association.  The Fireside 

Cemetery Association sells plots, maintains the 

grounds, and keeps records of all who are 

interred there. The church is not responsible for 

the mowing, but the church is usually mown 

when the cemetery is mown.  Any questions 

please call Brad Rine (419-217-5275) 
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