
 
 

         Summer!   
 Schools out for Summer!  as the song 

goes!  I have always looked forward to 

summer with its longer days and less 

stress. This year we have relaxed Covid 

requirements, and yet we are not back to 

“normal”.  Church attendance has been 

inching up, but we are still not back to pre-

Covid numbers.  We have all been looking 

forward to getting out and doing 

everything we used to do.  But we can’t 

really do that.  Life is different.  Those we 

love and count on may not be here 

anymore.  A year of not being able to go 

where we want may have led us to the 

habit of staying home.  We may not really 

trust that vaccinations will work.  Being in 

crowds still make us feel uncomfortable.  

But God is with us, God can understand 

how we feel.   That has never changed. 

And never will. 

 

Braxton has really grown up and is now 

able to light the candles assisted by Bob!  

For the past several years Braxton would 

“help” Bob or Brad light the candles each 

Sunday.  As you can tell from the 

expression on his face, Braxton takes this 

job seriously.  Role reversal in action! 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 

June 26th 11:00 Jim Good Memorial Service, 

McPherson Cemetery, Clyde. 

July 4th Church in the Garden (bring a 

chair, fresh air provided!) 

July 11th Communion  

July 11th – 18th  General Synod (via Zoom) 



 
 

 

Pastor Bryan’s Reflections 

How good are you at prioritizing God over 

the world?  The world has much for us to 

gain from it, but it can bring us down 

much more easily.  We learn how to love, 

to be grateful, and to walk humbly with 

our God (Micah 6:8).  But if we do not walk 

with God, we are trying to walk on our 

own, and we will eventually be stranded 

because we do not know where we are 

going. 

In the book of Esther, the Persian king’s top 

official, Haman, becomes angry at 

Mordecai, a Jew, because he will not bow 

to him.  In his anger, he resolves to have 

the entire race of the Jews eradicated.  He 

suggests to the king that there is a group of 

people who do not do as the king 

commands, following their own way, and 

that they should be removed from the 

kingdom.  The king trusts Haman, and 

allows it.  Later, the king discovers that 

Haman has a plot against the Jews 

specifically, who are both Mordecai’s 

people and Esther’s, and he punishes 

Haman by hanging him.  This teaches us 

that nothing good comes out of reacting 

from anger, and that if pride causes us to 

become angry, we have too much of it.  If 

we ever find ourselves angry, we should 

take a day to process that anger before 

reacting from it, because it may not end 

well for us.  We should also not always be 

indifferent to whatever we are told, as the 

king was, but look into it, so that if we 

have a say in it, we are not allowing 

something immoral to happen. 

We have the responsibility as Christians to 

care about what happens under our 

watches, and to do whatever we can about 

it.  One way that we can do this is by 

learning more about God; reading with us 

on Wednesdays is one way and consistent 

prayer is certainly another.  There are also 

so many ways to take the next step with us 

and get involved in the church further.  We 

are always looking for liturgists and 

greeters on Sundays, and we could use 

your talents during the week also!  We all 

hope to help each other grow in faith, amid 

the trials and discouragements that the 

world brings us.  We can prioritize our 

secular duties, but if we let them crowd 

God out of our life, the world will 

overpower us.  We as Christians live so 

that we all might eventually prioritize God 

over the world.  Never try to walk through 

this world alone.  Dwight D. Moody was 

quoted saying, “If I walk with the world, I 

can’t walk with God.”  We are here for you 

and with you. 

 

If you have been with us for a while (or 

just a few weeks) and would like to 

officially join as a church member, please 

contact us by June 24th (or later for a 

future date).  We will be having a new 

member reception on June 27th.  If you 

are considering and would like to talk 

about it, please see Pastor Bryan. 
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Church is open!  Attendance last Sunday 

was 24.  Plans are to continue offering 

church on Facebook Live for real time 

worshipping, using FM 87.9 from the 

parking areas, and sending out the link on 

email to watch on YouTube.  Come if you 

are able, you will be welcome.  It is good to 

be in community with others who are 

trying to listen to God’s voice. 

Updates 

 

 Jim and Sarah Good have been 

blessed with a new baby girl.  Ava was 

born 2 months ago, and Zoey is almost 3 

years old.   

 Pastor Bryan has moved into the 

parsonage!  Thanks to all who helped 

paint and get everything clean and ready, 

Janet Singleton, Brad Rine, Heath Hamer, 

Bryan Hoover, Elizabeth Hoover, and Bob 

Rine. 

 Prayers for John Shumway.  His 

cancer has returned, and he is undergoing 

treatment.  

 Shirley Dick was recently in Bellevue 

Care Center but is back home.  She would 

appreciate a call or a card to let her know 

we are thinking of her.    

     The garden is IN!  And growing!   

               

Thanks for Gerri Rine, Bob Bowman, 

Kelsey and Evan Turner for planting.  I 

don’t know how many hot peppers there 

are, but with Evan involved there should 

be enough to go around!  

 

  Pastor Bryan will be on vacation 

from June 28th to July 17th and there will 

be no office hours during that time.  He 

will be going back to Connecticut to spend 

some time with family and assist new staff 

members at Boy Scout Camp Sequassen to 

learn to do his previous tasks.  Elders are 

available for care and Mark Bishop will be 

covering worship services on July 4th and 

July 11th.  General Synod is virtual this 

year, and the final week of this time he will 

be experiencing what General Synod is like 

remotely. 
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Birthdays 

June 25  Jerry Nailor 

June 26  Jeanne Nailor 

June 26  Nora Ziegler 

June 26  Gary Weller, II 

June 28  Jackie Woodard 

July 4  Charlie Ziegler 

July 6  Heath Hamer 

July 9  Ginny Fox 

July 12  Anna Lieske 

July 13  Braxton Hoover 

July 16  Chris Lieske 

July 18  Brad Rine 

July 22  Robin Patten 

July 22  Michael Sylvester 

Anniversaries 

July 3  Steve and Cathy Wills 

July 9  Brian and Deb Eisenhauer 

 

Book Study The Wednesday night book 

study has finished Esther and Ruth.  Starting 

August 4th, the group will be reading Mark 

Batterson’s Whisper: How to Hear the 

Voice of God.  In the UCC, we say that 

God is still speaking, but do you know 

how to hear God's voice?  This book will 

teach us how to listen for God and know 

God's involvement in our lives.  Let Pastor 

Bryan or leave a message on the church 

answering machine if you would like a 

copy.  (419-483-6658) 

Graduates  Fireside has several friends 

and family members who have graduated 

this year, and will be listed in next month’s 

Chatter.  Please send the church all the 

information including future plans.  A 

picture is very helpful.  But for now, we do 

have someone who has taken a LONG 

time to reach his goal….. 

 

Bob Rine retired from Penta Career 

Center after 31 years!  He made it! 

Seneca County Fair gate workers 

needed on July 29th.  Sign up for 8-

12, 12-5, or 5 til closing. Proceeds 

go to Small Church Cluster mission 

project.   
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With the relaxing of Covid restrictions 

we need summer music!  Please let Pastor 

Bryan or Elizabeth Hoover know if you 

would like to do something this summer. 

(Becky Swander and Linda Rhorbacher, 

this means you!)  Please consider joining 

the choir staring in September.    It’s a 

good time! 

 

Summer Mission The Bellevue Back 

to School Project is asking for financial 

support to replenish their funds to meet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

from previous years.  This year, there 

many demands that they will be facing 

this year.  In 2020, even though we were 

plagued by the COVID pandemic, they 

were able to  give 180 children gift cards 

to help them prepare for the upcoming 

school year by using excess funds left 

over from previous years.  This year 

they are accepting any applications on 

July 13th from 10-2 and 3-7 at St. John 

Lutheran Church, 209 Southwest St. 

Bellevue.  Please send your donation to 

church or to The Bellevue Ministerial 

Association, Attn. Treasurer.  P.O. Box 

182, Bellevue, OH 44811.  Write "Back to 

School Project" in the memo line.  We 

will also collect for the Back to School 

Project through our specially marked 

envelopes during the next two Sunday 

services in June. 
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