
 
 

         Church Business  
There is much to do to run the church, to 

allow for God’s light and life to go 

throughout the world.  One mundane but 

important issue is the parking lot.  This 

Sunday there will be a congregational 

meeting after church to talk about paving 

the west side at the same time the 

township paves Township Road 204.  

Please come to the meeting so you can 

have a say in this. 

The other issue is one of mission.  Fireside 

has been taking meals every other week to 

35 or so people for well over a year.  We 

got That’s a hot meal with main dish, one 

or two sides and a dessert, plus a pint of 

soup (usually frozen) .  That’s 1,090 hot 

meals since Easter 2020!   This is Fireside, 

this is each of you showing God’s love in a 

real and concrete way. You may have fixed 

a dessert or made a salad, or you may have 

been a driver delivering meals and 

spending a few minutes visiting, or you 

may have given support and 

encouragement just by being a member of 

the church.  Nothing is done in isolation.  I 

am who I am because you are who you 

are.  The church is who it is because each 

of us give who we are to the community. 

 We are continuing this, but cutting back to 

much fewer folks.  The new number is 10 

to 15 .  The number varies with how 

people are feeling.  If you or someone you 

know would like to help or receive a meal 

please let Pastor Bryan know.  It is 

daunting to cook for a large group, but 

your help is much appreciated! 

 

 

 Upcoming Dates 

July 29th 12-5pm       Work Fair Gates 

July 31st 12:30     Memorial Dinner for 

Lucy Bowman and Bob Wollenslegel. 

August 1st  9:00    Worship and 

Communion 10:15 Congregational 

Meeting to vote on blacktopping west 

church parking lot 

August 4th  7 pm     Book Group  Whisper: 

How to Hear the Voice of God. (Lounge or 

Zoom if requested) 

September 1st  4:30     Choir Rehearsal 
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August Book Study  

Mark Batterson’s Whisper: How to 

Hear the Voice of God.   

August 4th, 7:00 pm 

Call the church for a copy of the 

book.  419-483-6658 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bryan’s Reflections 

What gives you rest?  When we do not 

give ourselves time to think about what 

gives us rest, we forget to build time into 

our schedules for it.  It may be seeing 

friends, perhaps reading a book, taking a 

walk in the woods, even going on a run, 

going into town or to a sports game, 

seeing the family, or serving and helping 

others.  I have often forgotten to build 

time into my day to rest because there are 

always so many other needs to be met.  

Being able to be away for awhile has 

caused me to reflect on what I actually 

need to keep my soul healthy.  I have 

heard that it is often important to block 

off time in your schedule before others 

get a chance to block off their own time 

in your schedule.  While it still gives you 

the ability to be flexible as necessary, it 

reminds you how you might avoid getting 

burned out. 

The Bible promises us that the Lord is 

our friend in times of burnout, or when 

we are just feeling completely exhausted.  

2 Corinthians 4:16 tells us, “So we do not 

lose heart. Even though our outer nature 

is wasting away, our inner nature is being 

renewed day by day.”  In 1 Chronicles 

16:11, we are told to “Seek the Lord and 

his strength, seek his presence 

continually.”  For the Lord “gives power 

to the faint, and strengthens the 

powerless” (Isaiah 40:29) because 

“The Lord is near to all who call on him” 

(Psalm 145:18).  Ideally, whatever gives 

us rest in this world and makes us feel 

renewed is the same thing that helps us 

feel closer to the Lord.  When we take a 

walk in the woods, for example, we 

identify with the beauty of God’s 

creation.  When we spend time with 

family or the young ones around us, we 

are helping them to feel valued as a child 

of God. 

We live to leave a legacy for God’s glory.  

We cannot do that if we rely on our own 

strength to keep ourselves going.  Leave 

time for yourself.  Leave time to grow 

closer to God.  Pray, such as this prayer 

by Amanda Berg: “God, I am feeling 

burnt out, and I don’t know how to get 

out of this slump. But Your word 

promises that You will be my strength 

when I’m weak, my hope when I feel 

hopeless, and You will give me rest for 

my weary soul. I lean on You, and I ask 

that You give me renewed strength, and 

guide me along my journey to find better 

balance. In Jesus’ name, Amen” (EEW 

magazine). 
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The 33rd General Synod kicked off online 

with opening worship on Sunday, July 

11th.  I had the privilege of attending the 

Special Edition General Synod as a 

delegate of the Heartland conference. The 

message of 'Rooted in Love' was felt 

throughout the online experience.  I had 

the opportunity to attend worship, hear 

from several keynote speakers, and 

participate in four plenary sessions. 

During the plenary sessions delegates 

from around the country, discussed and 

prayerfully considered resolutions brought 

to the synod floor. For those reading this 

digitally, here is a link to the UCC General 

Synod website  (hold ctrl when you click 

on link) where you can read more about 

each session. Although many of us in 

attendance would have preferred to gather 

together in person, it is heartwarming to 

know that the work of our church can still 

be done with a little online connectivity. 

Kelsey Turner, NWOA delegate.   

 

 

 

 He may look like Baby Yoda, but 

he’s Henry Paul Clark, new son of Adam 

and Katie Clark.  He was born July 5th, 9 lb 

3 oz.  Big dog Teddy is a fan! 

 

                 
The garden is growing!    Beets are ready to 

be picked!  
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https://www.generalsynod.org/news/
https://www.generalsynod.org/news/


 
 

UPDATES 

 

Chase Eisenhauer is starting his Junior year 

at Ohio University in Business.  He is 

excited to get back to campus since he has 

been going to school online from home. 

 

 

 

 

Heath Hamer is entering his final year at 

The Ohio State University and is working 

this summer at Redline in Bellevue.  

Lauren will be entering her second year of 

veterinarian school at The Ohio State 

University.  This summer she had 2 

externships, the first one was for 3 weeks 

in Arkansas and the second  for 6 weeks in 

Lisbon, Ohio. 
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Birthdays 

July 31  Greg Walters 

August 1  Debra Rachul 

August 2  Dana Smith 

August 11  Sharon Weller 

August 14  Stewart Smith 

August 17  Elise Hoover 

August 22  David Good 

August 26  Krysti Martinez 

Anniversaries 

August 6  Bryan & Elizabeth Hoover 

August 19  Stew & Dana Smith 

 

Graduates: 

 

Janet Singleton’s granddaughter, 

McKenna Larson graduated from Tri-

Valley High School in South Dakota.  She 

will be going to Guatamala to Land of 

Hope to start a youth group for children 

living in a dump. Her parents were at 

church in June talking about Land of 

Hope. 

 

 

Another of Janet’s granddaughters Skyler 

Foster graduated from Wright State with a 

degree in Criminal Justice.  She is working 

in a prison in Dayton. 

 

 

 

July/August 2021 The Chatter 2.0 Page 5 

 

Choir Rehearsal 

starts September 1.     

Be there or be 

square! 



 
 

 

Emma Weller graduated from Ehove and 

will be going to Otterbein University to 

study nursing.   

   
Morgan Cleveland graduated from 

Mohawk High School and will be 

attending The Ohio State University ATI 

majoring in Agribusiness. 

 

 

Paula Rees’ granddaughter graduated 

from Albion College with a degree in 

biology and psychology.  She is working at 

University Hospitals in Cleveland and 

doing an online Master’s Degree in 

Healthcare Administration from 

University of Cincinnati.  
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We’re still recycling.  

Please bring your 

cans to the church 

basement.   


