
 
 

Fireside is busy as we all wait for 

Christmas.  Waiting is hard, but Jesus is 

worth the wait.   

 

Coming to a church near you! 

Sunday December 19  

8:45 am  breakfast 

Friday December 24 

 6:45 pm Carol singing before 

 7 pm Christmas Eve Service at 

Zion, Fireside 

 11 pm Christmas Eve Service at 

Lyme Congregational Church 

 

Giving Tree almost here! 

 

 

The Giving Tree, headed up by Elizabeth 

Hoover and Kelsey Turner is ready to go.  

The above picture is just the Hygiene Bags 

for each child.  The bags contain necessities 

such as toothbrushes and toothpaste, a wash 

cloth, soap, hand sanitizer, shampoo, 

conditioner. Lots of people pitched in to 

assemble the bags.  The bags are color 

coded by age and gender, so items 

appropriate for each person will be in the 

bag.  Towels and feminine products are 

packaged with the boxed clothing and other 

items.   On the next page is the smallest 

helper.  He really was a help, please don’t 

think you can’t do something.  Every bit 

adds up.   
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 Tags were hung up at Hogues or Bassetts, 

but for those not picked up, Elizabeth took 

25 high school students to Walmart to 

purchase items. They bought lots! 

 

 

Anna Hamer packs towels. 

 

Mike Hamer helps pack toys.   

 

Everything had to be sorted and checked, 

then rechecked.  All 169 registered children 

received a book chosen to hopefully match 

their interests and reading ability.  The 

middle school librarian was able to order 

books for us through the school.  Ace 

donated dish washing soap and hand 

sanitizer.  Every effort was made to make 

sure each child had new socks, underwear, 

pajamas, hat, gloves, as well as a new 

“outfit” which was often jeans or sweats as 

well as shirt or hoodie. 
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Pastor Bryan’s Reflection  

George Sears is a Catholic recruiter for 

the priesthood. He was quoted saying, 

"When Jesus called his disciples, he 

didn't put flyers in the synagogue and 

put some type of poster in the village 

square. It was a personal invitation."  As 

Christians, I think that we need to call 

attention to this quote.  For many, being 

asked among a group of people is 

uninspiring.  The feeling is that 

someone else more capable than I will 

step up.  Being asked directly, however, 

is an indication that someone believes in 

you.  Someone believes that you are up 

for the task. 

God came to earth for a visit because he 

believed in the world so much that he 

knew he could save it.  Yet he needs 

people up for the task of doing his will 

in order to make that happen.  To 

discern God’s will, we need to be open 

to listening to God as well as speaking 

to God.  Though God has a different will 

for each of us individually, the will for 

Christians in general remains the same: 

Invite others to come see what Jesus 

offers us.  This month, we are invited to 

see the gift in the manger, which is the 

very gift of God’s continual presence, 

Emmanuel, God-with-us. 

As you think about your goals for 2022, 

however, include God at the top of that 

list.  God wants you to set personal time 

aside with God on a regular basis.  

While personal devotion time is 

certainly a must, serving God as a part 

of a community is also crucial to putting 

God first in our lives.  Pray about it.  

And then do it.  Jesus came to us to 

show us the way to live.  Following that 

example is a step beyond learning about 

it.  Are you undecided as to where you 

will fit in?  Pray some more, and then 

come talk to us or the leaders at 

whatever church you are committed to.  

But do commit your life to service and 

discernment wherever you best do that.  

Also, come join us for Christmas 

Services.  We look forward to seeing 

you as we study the best ways to put 

God first together.  Joseph could have 

turned away from Mary and saved his 

reputation.  But following what the 

angel told him to do was more 

important to him.  May God bless you 

with this same passion.  When is the last 

time you called a non-churchgoer to 

invite them to join you?  And what can 

you do to make church itself seem more 

inviting and more welcoming (e.g. 

having a social hour coordinator)?  We 

are praying for you, and hope to see you 

soon.  Merry Christmas! 
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Birthdays 

December 6  Nathan Boyer 

December 8 Paul Matz 

December 10 LaVonne Kuhns 

December 12 Cody Ziegler 

December 15 Keith Carroll 

December 29 Gary Rine 

January 3  Andy McDivitt 

January 3  Martha Riegel 

January 4  Cathy Wills 

January 6  Bryan Hoover 

January 6  Pastor Bryan 

January 7  Jeremey Boyer 

January 7  Jim Weiker 

January 8  Kevin Thompson 

January 11  Jack Rine 

January 15  Bob Rine 

January 16  Brandon Lieske 

January 17  Shirley Dick 

January 24  Gerri Rine 

January 25  Annie Nailor 

Anniversaries 

December 26 Krysti & Paul Martinez 

December 31 Evan & Kelsey Turner 

January 6  Mark & Susan Bishop 

January 19  Karl & Marcie Kollat 

SAUSAGE DAY! 

The following pictures were taken on 

November 20th.   It was a busy day.  Service 

was again drive up only. 1008 pounds of meat 

was processed.  Extras are available, please call 

the church 419-483-6658. 
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CONSISTORY 

New and returning Consistory members will 

be installed on Sunday January 9th.   

Members are 

Elder – Bob Rine (President), David Ziegler, 

Paula Rees 

 

Deacon – Deb Eisenhauer, Linda 

Rohrbacher, Brad Rine, Jeanne Nailor, 

Jessica Ziegler, Anna Hamer 

 

Trustee – David Borden, Heath Hamer, 

Janet Singleton, Dena Butz  

 

TREE TRIMMING 

 

 

. How can I serve my church in 2022? 

Has God been calling you to take part in or lead a 

ministry?  There are many things that you can do right 

here at church to serve God.  Read about what our 

church does and how you can help out. 

  
Faith Formation and Mission in Action Team 

This committee is open to all members and meets 

once monthly.  We plan events or ministries at our 

church that either enrich faith journeys of members 

and friends, expand our outreach ministries to 

welcome those around us, or contribute to the 

wider mission of the overall church, or all 

three!  Join us on the second Sunday after worship 

and speak to Gerri Rine for more information. 

  

Take it to the Lord Book Group 

This group is open to anyone, members and 

friends, to join in person or remotely via 

zoom.  We meet weekly on Wednesdays at 7pm in 

the lounge.  Traversing between faith books and 

books of the Bible, this group is encouraged for 

anyone who would like to enrich their walk with 

God. Speak to Pastor Bryan for more info. 
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Gleaners 

This group is open to anyone, members and 

friends, and meets once monthly for lunch at a 

restaurant.  Typically the third Thursday at 11:15 

starting at church, we gather mostly for fellowship 

but also discern ways that we can use our finances 

to support our local church.  Speak to Paula Rees 

for more info. 

  

Consistory 

This group is open members who have been voted 

in by the congregation to make decisions on behalf 

of the church.  Composed of deacons, trustees, and 

elders, who oversee finances, maintenance, and 

spiritual care, we meet once monthly.  If you are 

interested in running for a position for 2023, speak 

to Bob Rine. 

  

Other 

We also need liturgists, a social hour coordinator, a 

welcoming coordinator, a mission trip coordinator 

(& a kid’s coordinator?) 

 

 

Several members and friends would 

appreciate a card or visit.   

 

 

Viola Ziegler - Bellevue Care Center  

One Audrich Square, Bellevue, OH 44811 

 

Dorothy Sherck - Orchard Grove, Room 308 

- 670 Flat Rock Road, Bellevue, OH 44811 

 

**Bonnie Schaaf -Bonnie has moved to 

Ohman Family Living | 10190 Fairmount 

Rd, Newbury Township, OH 44065 

 

Jack and Marsha Rine - 4114 Oakwood, 

Bradenton, FL  34208 

 

Shirley Dick - Extended Family Assisted 

Living 754 West. Main St. Bellevue, Ohio 

44811. 

         

 

 
Henry gave moral support to the sausage 

makers and to those working on the Giving 

Tree.  Who could resist those cheeks? 

 

 

GLEANERS 
Gleaners met for a December lunch at Twin 

Lakes and voted to give $204 to the 

Kentucky tornado survivors.  Dorothy 

Sherck’s sister lives in Mayfield.   Next 

meeting will be at the Backroads Diner in 

Attica at noon on January 27th.   As the T-

shirts at Backroads says Pie Fixes 

Everything.   
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