
 
 

    
Thanksgiving 

Thanksgiving deserves to be its own 
holiday, not just a precursor to Christmas.  
In this post Covid and this “Covid all the 
time” time, we need to be thankful for what 
we do have.  Let us thank God.  

 

Faith Formation and Mission 
in Action Updates 

The Giving Tree, headed up by Elizabeth 
Hoover and Kelsey Turner is ramping up.  
So far 129 children have signed up.  You 
can pick up a tag at Hogues or Bassetts if 
you wish to participate.  Your help is also 
needed to organize personal product bags in 
the counting room.  Donations are due by 
December 4th and distribution day is 
Saturday December 18th.  Both days are 
busy, so your help on those days would be 
appreciated.   

Salvation Army Kettle Bell Ringing will be 
at Hogues on Saturday December 11th from 
10 until 8.  Sign up sheet is on the first pew. 

We also talked about the possibility of 
going on a Mission Trip.  Back Bay Mission 
(a group went in 2017?), Guatemala, or 
Appalachia were all mentioned. 

Next month the mission money for the year 
will be distributed.  The next meeting will 
be after church on December 12.  All are 
welcome.     

 

Marsha Rine made an appearance for the 
evening of pie baking.  She and Muff were 
in charge of making the crumb topping. 
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Gleaners voted to buy 12 new Worship and 
Rejoice Hymnals in memory of past 
Gleaners who have gone before.  The next 
meal will be noon December 16th at Twin 
Lakes.   

 

Choir will be starting back up on 
Wednesday December 1st.  Come and make 
a joyful noise!   

 

 

Book Group 
continues to meet on Wednesday’s at 7 pm 
in the lounge.  Help My Unbelief will finish 
up on Dec. 22.  Next book will start in 
January.  Suggestions?  Tell Pastor Bryan. 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 
Every Sunday Worship 10 AM   (Facebook 
Live and In-person.  We miss you! 

November 20 Sausage making  

November 21st  Budget & Election 
Hanging of the Greens 

December 1st 4:30 Choir  

December 4th 11:00 Lunch with St. Nick 
at the Rec Center  

December 4th Next meal goes out 

December 4th  Giving Tree donations 

December 5th 11:30 Consistory 

December 8th No Choir 

December 11th 10-8 Salvation Army 
Kettle bell ringing at 
Hogues  

December 12th 11:30 Faith Formation 
Mission in Action 

December 15th 4:30 Choir 

December 16th 12:00  Gleaners at Twin 
Lakes 

December 18th Giving Tree distribution 

December 19th 8:45 Christmas breakfast 

December 22nd 4:30 Choir 

December 24th 7 pm Christmas Eve 
Service at Fireside 

December 24th 11 pm Christmas Eve 
Service at Lyme UCC 
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Pastor Bryan’s Reflection  

Life does not always go as planned.  
Perhaps you will allow me to say that 
life often does not go as planned.  None 
of us planned for our lives to be 
uprooted for the better part of two 
years.  I did not plan to have a virtual 
graduation from seminary and have to 
walk a year later.  I did not plan for not 
being able to see Alanna, my fiancé, in 
person for over two years (which it will 
be by the time we do meet again).  
Would I have handled it differently 
when she was leaving Cleveland 
Airport in January 2020?  I did not plan 
to still be in Ohio past seminary, but I 
stayed here because there wasn’t 
anywhere else to go in the middle of a 
pandemic.  Now, I see my life unfolding 
here.  I also did not plan for the doctoral 
program that I started to be too much to 
handle right now, because I would not 
have started it if I did.  I felt God saying 
“Yes, do this” back in May, and now I 
feel God saying “Yes, I want you to do 
that, but not just yet.”  Why does God 
seem to give us mixed answers? 

Proverbs 16:9 tells us the following: 
“The heart of man plans his way, but 
the Lord establishes his steps.”  When 
God changes our plans, I am reminded 
of four things about God that Scripture 
tells us.  First, God is sovereign.  Job 
admitted to God amid his pain, “I know 

that you can do all things, and that no 
purpose of yours can be thwarted” (Job 
42:2).  Second, God is good.  Psalm 34 
assures us, “Oh, taste and see that the 
LORD is good! Blessed is the man who 
takes refuge in him!” (Psalm 34:8).  
Third, God is for your good.  Paul wrote 
to the Romans, “And we know that for 
those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose” 
(Romans 8:28).  And finally, you are not 
God.  In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, 
he wrote, “But we have this treasure in 
jars of clay, to show that the surpassing 
power belongs to God and not to us” (2 
Corinthians 4:7).  Let’s remind ourselves 
of the story of Joseph and his brothers in 
the book of Genesis.  Did Joseph plan on 
being sold into slavery and being 
brought to Egypt?  I should think not, 
but he ended up making the best of it.  
And God blessed him through it all. 

 

Good News Update! 
Yvonne Montoya has been cancer free for 

two years!  Wonderful news! 
 

Pastor Bryan will be making changes to his 
office hours for November 22nd and 
December 27th.  Due to scheduling conflicts 
with Pass It On he will be working there on 
the 22nd.  There will not be office hours on 
December 27.  Please speak to Pastor Bryan 
if you would like to schedule a time. 
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Birthdays 
November 22 Sandy Lieske 

November 23 Jill McDivitt 

November 27 Al Swander 

November 28 Sevanne Decker 

November 29 Ken Carroll 

November 29 Olive Weller 

November 30 Corrine Good 

December 6  Nathan Boyer 

December 8 Paul Matz 

December 10 LaVonne Kuhns 

December 12 Cody Ziegler 

December 15 Keith Carroll 

December 29 Gary Rine 

Anniversaries 
November 25 Chris & Peggy Lieske 

December 26 Krysti & Paul Martinez 

December 31 Evan & Kelsey Turner 

 

 
Braxton pulling the cart of pies to the freezer. 

New Hymnal 
Speaking of books, the 
consistory has voted to buy 
a new hymnal, Worship 
and Rejoice.  You can 
purchase one for $17 in 
honor or in memory of a 
loved one. Make your 
checks payable to the 

church with details on the checks, and use 
the form available at church.   
So far 70 hymnals have been purchased!  
Collecting money through the end of the 
year.   
 

               Advent 

 
Let Pastor Bryan know if you would like to 
light the advent candles as a family or as an 
individual on a Sunday in Advent.  Also 
looking for Christmas Eve liturgists.  Sign 
up on the sign up sheet in the west hallway.  
Advent starts Sunday November 28th.  

 
We’re still collecting aluminum cans.  
Bring them to the church basement. 
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Breakfast 
The FF/MAT will be providing a Christmas 
breakfast on December 19th at 8:45.  Come 
and enjoy some good times with your 
church family. 
 

 
Coffee Hour 
Can you sign up to help start the coffee 
before the last hymn and arrange to bring 
some upstairs for fellowship after service.  
There is a sign up sheet next to the liturgist 
sign ups in the west hallway.  Bring any 
snacks or baked goods you would like to 
share.   

Dave Borden 
pasting directions 
on the pie boxes 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Rine 
and Braxton 
Hoover 
working as a 
team to peel 
the apples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tara Eisenhauer 
Stieber packing up 
pies to deliver. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Several members would appreciate a card or 
visit.   
 
Viola Ziegler - Bellevue Care Center  
One Audrich Square, Bellevue, OH 44811 
 
Dorothy Sherck - Orchard Grove, Room 308 
- 670 Flat Rock Road, Bellevue, OH 44811 
 
Bonnie Schaaf - 1116 Belle Rd., Chagrin 
Falls, OH 44022 
 
Jack and Marsha Rine - 4114 Oakwood, 
Bradenton, FL  34208 
 
Shirley Dick - Extended Family Assisted 
Living  754 West. Main St. Bellevue, Ohio  
44811. 
 
 

           Help Needed 
There are several folks who would like a 
ride to church.  Please let Pastor Bryan 
know if you could bring Shirley, Dorothy or 
Dena to church on a regular basis or even 
once in a while.   
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