
 
 

I think we are all horrified by what is 

going on in Ukraine.  It seems as if history is 

repeating itself with a larger/stronger country 

invading and bombing another for no good 

reason.  We have been reading and hearing 

about the situation for the past few weeks.  We 

pray for peace but peace remains elusive. What 

can we do?   

I love songs, the words stick in my head 

much easier than scripture does sometimes.  

The last line of the song, Let There Be Peace 

on Earth is “and let it begin with me”   God 

brings peace through individuals, each and 

every one of us can be instruments of peace.  

We can find that peace deep inside us, the 

peace that enables us to not yell at the radio or 

TV (or our spouse or kids!), the peace that 

doesn’t fly off the handle when someone cuts 

us off in traffic or makes an unexpected turn, 

the peace that fuels our faith in God and in the 

future of the world.  Another old Bible School 

song says “I have the Peace that passes 

understanding down in my heart”.  God’s peace 

is there no matter what.   Neither Putin nor our 

job, weather, spouse, news, you name it, 

controls what we feel.  It still takes work on 

our part to keep centered on God, to keep God 

as our focus not ourselves.  God’s peace is 

deep and real, we can trust it; and the world is a 

better place when we do.

 

Church World Service Blankets 

Fireside has donated 67 blankets to 

Church World Service!  

 

 Coming next month….. 

 April 14  Maundy Thursday 

 April  15  Good Friday 

 April 17 Easter Sunday 

March 2  Ash Wednesday  
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Pastor Bryan’s Reflection  

 We have moved into the time of Lent, 

which is the time of year that we often see as 

more solemn because it tells of the road that 

Jesus suffered.  As a result, we tend to be more 

solemn as well.  But walking the road of the 

suffering of Jesus does not mean that we need 

to go around sad everywhere.  In fact, we can 

be happy that Jesus’ path gives more meaning 

to our own suffering.  It means that we are not 

alone.  From any day to day, we actually suffer 

a lot.  We face missed deadlines, broken 

relationships, mountains of to-do lists, and a 

world that just adds kerosene to the already 

existing fire.  Have you thought of Jesus’ own 

walk lately?  He had to explain himself multiple 

times to people who would never truly 

understand him.  He was misinterpreted.  He 

was accused of blasphemy when he was only 

talking about God’s truth.  If Jesus was able to 

bear the attacks that he faced in the final weeks 

of his earthly life, can we gain some inspiration 

from that path? 

 In Lent, many people focus on 

journeying with God, and especially growing 

closer to God.  People give up things for Lent 

that draw them further away from God so that 

they can make more room for things that help 

them to focus on God more often.  Maybe for 

you that means watching less television so that 

you have more time to pray.  As part of these 

efforts, I would like to invite you to join with 

me through six themes of Lent this year.  First, 

remember what God has done for you in the 

past.  This in itself can help you to be thankful  

 

 

 

 

and have more confidence in God.  We will 

then move toward repentance, which is when 

we make a decision to change our heart to be 

more closely aligned with God, acceptance, 

where we reflect on how to accept everyone as 

brothers and sisters in Christ even when we 

disagree on touchy subjects, forgiveness, even 

when harm has been done, gratitude, even in 

trial, and embracing the future of the promised 

kingdom.  As we move into Holy Week, we 

will be tested to see if we can discover that 

future amid the shock and trial of unfair 

suffering and death. 

 We all face pain.  And as Christians, we 

are all too often asked to walk with another in 

their pain, to care for them.  Over the coming 

weeks, walk with Jesus in his.  Allow him to 

transform your own.  As Paul pleaded in 

Romans 12:2, “Do not conform to the pattern of 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing 

of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 

approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing 

and perfect will.”  We hope to see you in 

church! 
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Praise. Pray. Listen. Share. 

      Choose one for 2022 



 
 

Pastor Bryan will be away 

March 29-31st and then again 

April 26-May 26th for the long 

awaited wedding in Australia! 

We wish him safe travels.   

Mark Bishop will be covering services and 

pastoral needs at that time.  More information to 

follow  

Gleaners 

We ate lunch at Amsden House in February. 

 

 

This month we are meeting at Twin Lakes on 

the 24th of March at noon.   

 

Consistory Members 

Elder – Bob Rine (President), David Ziegler, 

Paula Rees 

Deacon – Deb Eisenhauer, Linda Rohrbacher, 

Brad Rine, Jeanne Nailor, Jessica Ziegler, Anna 

Hamer, 

Trustee - Heath Hamer, Janet Singleton, Dena 

Butz 

 

 

 

Pass It to the Lord Book Group 

The Wednesday night book group is 

finishing the book of Job on March 23.  

Next up is the 3 epistles of John from April 

6th to the 20th.  Join in person or by Zoom 

Wednesdays at 7 pm in the lounge.  After 

this we will be taking a break until June. 

 

New Hymnals  

Worship and Rejoice Hymnals will be in the 

pews very soon.    

 

Faith Formation/Mission in Action 

There are a few books you can borrow during 

lent for spiritual / devotional use.  They are on 

the piano in the Coffee Room.   

Keep thinking about a possible mission trip in 

2023.   

Disaster buckets are being collected in April   
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Scenes from Fireside 

 

Dena Butz and Janet Singleton enjoy fruit and coffee 

Saturday Meals 

We are sending out meals on the first Saturday 

of each month.  The organization has changed 

to make it easier for everyone to have a part.  

You can sign up to be the monthly chair, or to 

provide a hot meal, frozen meal, dessert, or 

frozen or fresh soup.  You can also sign up to 

deliver a meal and spend some time talking 

with folks.  We are currently distributing 15 

meals each month.  If you know of someone 

who could use some support, please call the 

church (419-483-6658) or let Pastor Bryan 

know.   

 

We will be coloring eggs shortly before  

Easter, plan to join us for the fun! 

 

 
Brad Rine and Pastor Bryan discussing great things. 

 

Bob Bowman supervising the burning of palm leaves 

for Ash Wednesday. 
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Birthdays 

March 2   Amber Imke 

March 2  Dorothy Sherck 

March 10  Kristine Bentz 

March 10  Roy Canode 

March 13  Kelley Ziegler 

March 21  John Shumway 

March 24  Andrew Zielger 

March 30  David Ziegler 

 

Anniversaries 

March 20  Ken and Carol Walters 

 

Mardi Gras 

 
Sisters Sandy Lieske and Linda Rohrbacher playing 

some honky tonk to start the mood. 

 

 

 

Ukraine and SARA  

Many of you know Marty Siegel from St. 

Paul’s UCC in Bellevue.  She has spent lots of 

time in Transcarpathia Ukraine at the 

orphanage in Nagydobrony working on behalf 

of the SARA project there.  She has learned 

that the 76 girls in the orphanage are still there 

and are safe.  They plan to stay as long as they 

have electricity.  If you wish to donate to 

SARA or to our global partners, please make 

your checks out to Zion and mark SARA or 

Ukraine on them.  We will forward to the 

Northwest Ohio Association.   
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Stew Smith outdid 

himself in the 

jambalaya making.  

It was a treat.   

We had not one but 

2 king cakes.  The 

finder of the crown 

was Brooklyn.  She 

is the keeper of the 

Alleluias until Easter 

morning.   

 

 

 

Opportunities  

You can sign up to be a liturgist, bring snacks or 

make coffee for social hour, or help around the 

church.  We also need help bringing people to 

church.  Talk to Pastor Bryan.  


